"You are reported as saying that America could have kept
out of the war if she had wished. How can you justify such a
statement in view of the fact that while at peace America was
attacked by the Japanese who simultaneously declared war on
her/'
To this Gandhiji sent the following reply :
"Cable just received. Evidently you have not my full
statement. Part relating to America runs thus :
'I know that I have no right to criticize such a big nation. I
know all the facts which have determined America to throw herself
into the cauldron. But somehow or other opinion has forced itself
on me that America could have remained out and even now she can
do so if she divests herself of intoxication that her immense wealth
has produced. And here I would like to repeat what I have said about
the withdrawal of the British power from India. Both America and
Britain lack the moral basis for engaging in this war unless they
put their own houses in order by making it their fixed determination
to withdraw their influence and power both from Africa and Asia and
removed the colour-bar. They have no right to talk of protecting
democracy and protecting civilization and human freedom until the^1
canker of white superiority is destroyed in its entirety.'
I adhere to that statement. How America could have
avoided war I cannot answer except by recommending non-
violent method. My American friendships had led me to build
high hope on American contribution to peace. America is too
big financially, intellectually, and in scientific skill, to be sub-
dued by any nation or even combination. Hence my tears over
her throwing herself in cauldron."
(Harijan, June 7, 1942, p. 181)^
(H)
[Here see letters No. 107, 108, 109]
(K)   'FIRE RAGING IN ME'
A journalist was on a visit here the other day... .He was
full of the happenings in his province....
He talked of the public feeling in his province. "It is more
anti-British than pro-Japanese," he said. "There is a vague
notion that we have had enough of this rule, and almost any-J
thing would be better than the existing state of things. People
are happy when Subhas Babu says on the radio that there are
no differences between him and you and when he says you are
now out to fight for liberty at any cost"
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